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Following the Sandy Hook Massacre, a priest from Dunblane, Scotland reaches out to Father Bob 
offering support 16 years after a school shooting in his own town. The men bond over personal 

trauma and responsibilities ... 
In the aftermath the UK reformed its gun laws; the US responded with inaction. 
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Following the critically acclaimed 'Newtown' documentary, LESSONS FROM A SCHOOL          
SHOOTING Notes from Dunblane depicts Father Bob Weiss, who in the days following the Sandy               
Hook Massacre that took the lives of 20 children and 6 of their educators teachers on December                 
14, 2012, was tasked with the burial of 8 of those children. In the throes of profound PTSD, he                   
receives a letter from Father Basil O’Sullivan in Dunblane, Scotland where, in 1996 16 school               
children were gunned down at the hands of an unhinged lone gunman. In the ensuing months,                
the two priests forge a bond across the Atlantic through a series of letters sharing experiences of                 
trauma and recovery. Father Basil recalls his own town’s efforts to launch the “Snowdrop”              
campaign that brought about radical gun policy reform in the UK, whereas the US has had no                 
federal reform to date. There have been over 1600 mass shootings since December 2012 in the                
US. In the aftermath of the tragedy, Father Basil journeys across the Atlantic to bring solace to                 
Father Bob and the community of Newtown. 

 
LESSONS FROM A SCHOOL SHOOTING Notes from Dunblane had it’s World Premiere at the              
Tribeca Film Festival 2018 where it won the Best Short Doc Award. It has also since won                 
numerous awards including Sheffield’s Doc Dispatch Award and the Athens Int’l Film Festival             
Best Short Doc.  
 
From Producer/Director Kim Snyder 
Following on the heels of our NEWTOWN documentary, LESSONS FROM A SCHOOL SHOOTING             
Notes from Dunblane is in a sense a prequel to that work which evolved out of our first year of                    
filming with the Newtown community. In those early days, we were struck by the journey of an                 
interfaith community that found itself confronted with shouldering not only the massive grief of              
a traumatized community, but also their own human fragility and trauma. We were also struck               
by a tragic and poignant phenomenon we have observed many times since then as more and                
more communities join the ranks of those victimized by mass gun violence; the inherent human               
desire to reach out to others and provide solace and empathy in understanding a journey the                
rest of us cannot. Father Bob Weiss, a beloved fixture in the Newtown community, in those first                 
days after the Sandy Hook shooting, was faced with the unthinkable task of burying 8 of the 20                  
children whose lives were taken. He, like many others, was suffering the effects of profound               
PTSD. When asked from where he was getting most support and solace, along with his trusted                
parish, he immediately told me of a letter he’d received from Father Basil O’Sullivan, a priest                
from Dunblane, Scotland whose community had suffered the same; 16 schoolchildren of the             
same precious age murdered at the hands of a gun. Therein began a poignant transatlantic               
correspondence and friendship we pursued documenting on both sides of the ocean. It was              
striking to learn of Father Basil’s account, not unlike the all too familiar reactions of far too many                  
victimized communities in the U.S. (1600+ mass shootings since Newtown), of his community             
and country to immediately affect policy change in efforts prevent future tragedy and protect              
children. And so, the UK did, as did Australia following their most horrific mass shooting, while                
we here in the US have not. Here we sit after Parkland, hoping that finally, our youth who have                   
learned this lesson so unfairly will prevail in their current efforts to affect change, while the                
repeated lesson seems to have been so “unlearned” by those in a position to protect our youth                 
from the escalating scourge of gun violence. 
 
  



Kim A Snyder – Producer/Director 
Kim A. Snyder’s previous film was the Peabody award-winning documentary Newtown, 
which premiered at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival, and was named in Newsweek and 
Huffington Post among the top films of 2016. Newtown screened at premiere festivals 
worldwide and was theatrically released followed by a national broadcast on PBS’s Independent 
Lens as the most widely watched documentary of the past decade.  Her most recent film Lessons 
from a School Shooting premiered at the 2018 Tribeca Film Festival and was awarded Best 
Documentary Short.  Snyder’s also directed, Welcome to Shelbyville, that was nationally 
broadcast on PBS’s Independent Lens in 2011.  In 2007, Kim co-founded the BeCause 
Foundation to direct and produce a series of socially conscious short documentaries which have 
won numerous awards with campaigns furthering the work of the social innovators they 
highlight. Kim’s award-winning directorial debut feature documentary, I Remember Me was 
theatrically distributed by Zeitgeist Films. In 1994, she associate-produced the Academy 
Award-winning short film Trevor. Kim graduated with a Masters in International Affairs from the 
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and resides in New York City. 
 
Maria Cuomo Cole – Producer 
Maria Cuomo Cole is the award-winning producer of the feature documentary, Newtown,        
which premiered at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival. In her career, she has tackled such           
relevant subjects as gun violence, homelessness, veterans’ PTSD, Domestic Violence and sexual            
assault.  Most recently, she executive produced The Hunting Ground, directed by Kirby Dick. This            
Emmy and Peabody award winning film has been lauded as a powerful investigation into the            
epidemic of sexual assaults on college campuses. In 2012, Ms. Cuomo Cole worked with the            
same film team, executive producing the 2014 Oscar® nominated documentary, The Invisible         
War. This groundbreaking documentary about the epidemic of rape and sexual violence in the              
U.S. military, which served as a catalyst for federal legislation and enacted federal policy             
reforms.  
 


